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[00:00:00.00] INTERVIEWER: So let's start out by--if you would give us your full name and your age. 


[00:00:08.28] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: My religious name is Sister Edward Mary Zerwekh, alias 
Sister Mary Alice Zerwekh--ninety-four. 


[00:00:22.08] INTERVIEWER: Where did you grow up? 


[00:00:24.26] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: | grew up mostly in San Pedro, California--couple years up 
in L.A.---because of my father's work, and--no place else. 


[00:00:40.05] INTERVIEWER: Tell me a little bit about your family. 


[00:00:42.11] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: My family--we have six girls and two boys. And my father 
was from Pekin, Illinois. My mother was from Pittsburgh--you know where, Pennsylvania. Plus she was a city 
girl--it was hard for her to live--to go to San Pedro, | found out--a small time at that time, L. A. harbor. 
Anything else? 


[00:01:14.02] INTERVIEWER: Did any of your other siblings enter religious life? 


[00:01:17.15] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Yes. My oldest sister, whom | didn't even know at home-- 
her name was Mary Catherine--she entered the Dominican Sisters of San Jose, and her name was Sister 
Mary Mercia. And then the next daughter never married--she stayed at home--but her name was Mercia. And 
then my next sister down--her name was Francis--in religion was Sister Mercia Louise. And then my younger 
sister entered, and she was Sister Cecilia Mary--and she left the community after about twenty-five years, | 
believe it was. And then my brothers, one was a lawyer-- 


[00:02:08.04] INTERVIEWER: [Insect interrupts interview]. [Director's comments]. 

[00:02:52.28] INTERVIEWER: So, you were talking about your sister who entered, and left the community. 
[00:02:58.13] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Yes. And then she kept in the academic areas and taught 
school down in Hemet. She passed away about six months ago. And then my two brothers--one was -- 
followed my father's type of work, which--custom house broker. And my other brother was an attorney. They 
are both deceased. So | am the last leaf on the tree. 

[00:03:31.04] INTERVIEWER: Were you a very religious family then growing up? 

[00:03:35.14] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well we were religious. | don't know how to judge "very'-- 
because we went to church. My mother was very religious. My father's a convert to the faith. And they were 
very conscious of education. We all went to Catholic schools. When we couldn't go any longer in San Pedro 
because they only had up to the end of junior high, we were sent to L. A.--or they moved--and even in the 
college level we were in Catholic colleges. So we never went through the public academic areas. 
[00:04:18.09] INTERVIEWER: Where did you first meet Sisters of St. Joseph? 


[00:04:21.24] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: When | had to go to St. Mary's Academy in Los Angeles in 
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the tenth grade. And we had moved to L. A.--not too far from St. Mary's--around Santa Barbara Street up 
there. And then when they moved back to San Pedro | became a resident student at St. Mary's Academy for 
two years. So | met the Sisters there. Previously--in San Pedro--they were the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Sisters. And then my older sisters went to the Academy of the Sacred Heart over in Boyle Heights, and those 
were the Dominican connection. 


[00:05:05.06] INTERVIEWER: So why did you choose to enter the Sisters of St. Joseph? 


[00:05:08.11] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well | admired the work they were doing, primarily. And | 
liked school--| wanted to be a teacher. And, unbeknownst to me, my younger sister three years younger, 
who graduated in '43, was also going to do it, and | didn't know it. And then--so instead of waiting and 
finishing the four years of college, | entered at the same time as she did, and finished in the community. | 
was almost finished at the time. So we kind of palled together. My mother was very happy about it. [truck 
backup sound--beeping]. My father, on the way to taking us up to St. Mary's Academy though from San 
Pedro--probably the last words he said to us were, "Now if you're not happy here, call me and I'll come and 
get you." That gave us a kind of a secure feeling, in case. 


[00:06:09.13] INTERVIEWER: And you said your parents were happy that you entered religious life? 


[00:06:13.09] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: My mother | think more than my father. | heard her say 
once, "Well, they're going to be taken care of. | don't have to worry about them." So maybe that was part of 
it too--security--not knowing the future. [voices off camera]. 


[00:06:31.11] INTERVIEWER: And you went to the Mount for college? 


[00:06:35.29] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Yes. | was a resident up there. And | did my three years. 
And | didn't have much to do after--] went a couple summer schools for education subjects. So when | 
entered | only had a couple math classes to take. Because most of the Sisters entering at that time from 
high schools had to start fresh in college when they had made their vows. 


[00:07:04.21] INTERVIEWER: Do you have any memories from your time at the Mount from before you 
entered? 


[00:07:10.09] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well it seemed very easy to me after high school, for 
some reason. And then we had a lot of fun going down to Westwood, getting dropped off and going down to 
the local malt shop and stuff like that. It was very nice group of young women there. The Sisters were very 
cordial and easy-going kind of, in my estimation. So--and they were good teachers! So it all kind of boils 
together--it was a pleasant experience. 


[00:07:48.02] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember some of the names of the Sisters from that time who were 
your teachers? 


[00:07:53.16] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh yes. Sister St. Francis Sheerin [History faculty]; Sister 
M. Ida [Holiday, (-1950), Dean of College 1937-1943] | don't know, Dean of Studies; and Sister Rose 
Gertrude [Mary Ann] Calloway [(-1992)] she was Math teacher; and Sister [Reverend Mother] Marie de 
Lourdes [Le May, (1880-1960] was the English teacher. And they were all good teachers. It was a very small 
establishment at that time--just the one building--Brady Hall. Everything was in there--chapel, residence, 
library, everything. So you got to know everyone very well. 


[00:08:37.05] INTERVIEWER: And what did you study? 

[00:08:40.08] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well my major was History--my minor was Mathematics-- 
and then | took many Education classes to qualify for the California credential. And | was in as many sports 
as | could. It wasn't like it is today. We had a tennis court, no--| don't remember a swimming pool--no, 
that's all we had. But anyway, it was pleasant. 


[00:09:11.29] INTERVIEWER: Were sports encouraged at the college for young women? 
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[00:09:16.06] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Pardonnez-moi? 
[00:09:17.11] INTERVIEWER: Was it encouraged for you to be in sports? 
[00:09:21.29] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Encouraged? 
[00:09:23.12] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. 


[00:09:24.03] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: No. We weren't encouraged because there wasn't any 
available. But in high school | [belonged] to everything--you know, basketball, baseball, swimming, tennis-- 
they had all of that at the Academy, which was on Slauson Avenue at that time. 


[00:09:45.13] INTERVIEWER: What was your favorite sport? 


[00:09:47.21] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well, | think tennis. | liked swimming a lot. Basketball was 
all right--it was kind of rough. And volleyball--it's a little different kind of sport. But it was a nice group of 
girls in those sports also. So | think we were pretty good in the leagues. 


[00:10:16.16] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember the day that you entered? How did you feel? 


[00:10:20.04] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: [laughs]. | felt like | was leaving the world--| mean, 
leaving home is a big experience for anybody. And--but it didn't last long, because we entered on Labor Day. 
| can remember it well--September 6, 1943. And then we were called postulants. So we had to get dressed 
up in the black postulant outfit. And that evening after dinner, they said now--Sister Carmela--don't know 
her last name--is going to talk to you. We found out that some of us were going to school the next day as 
postulants and teach! And that was a big shock. So she came and--with all the books--roll books and went 
over some of the--as you might know--what you do when you--first day of school. And so we got immersed 
immediately in the life of the school. We left--we were assigned different schools in L. A. | went to St. 
Brigid's and had the second and third grade--we all had little youngsters--second grade or whatever to 
handle. And | had had more background for teaching--!| almost had my credential--and so | think six of us 
went out to different schools. So we'd walk out from St. Mary's Academy to Slauson, get in the cars with the 
nuns who taught there, and spend the day over at the grammar school. So it was kind of interesting. You 
know the young children are very interesting. | remember | had one boy in my second grade, Homer, and 
you had third grade and second grade. And | was over with the third grade doing something, and | saw him 
couple times get up and walk around and go back. | found out that he had a snake ring on, you know--he 
was going down to give it to the girl of the day. [smiles] To wear. So he was going down to each girl and 
looking at her [laughs]. | thought that was kind of cute. He was a demon. [smiles]. | mean, you know, he 
was active. But the girls liked to get his ring to wear. So! got broken in to that aspect of teaching [laughs]. 


[00:13:07.18] INTERVIEWER: What were your hopes and expectations for religious life when you entered? 


[00:13:13.15] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: When | entered | wanted to teach--! wanted to dedicate 
myself to that through the community. And | wanted to teach little children--prayers--you know because 
you're closer to that age when you enter--not that you're six or eight years old but closer. And so--and to be 
part of the community and to learn what | was supposed to do and how to live with all these women. You 
know, that's a task--in a sorority almost--but it's a different level of relationship. So | just wanted to be a 
good person--help people. 


[00:14:05.00] INTERVIEWER: What was community life like then? 


[00:14:08.19] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well | wouldn't say it was austere. We looked austere--but 
the Sisters were all very jolly. | mean, there was a lot more silence in the community, and so that when you 
did meet for recreation or meals or something, it was very interesting. And everybody had a different story, 
and | think everyone appreciated the other person--which is hard to find sometimes in a group--or respected 
them. So it was a pleasant life. We had a very strict rule--it wasn't like it is now. You know, certain time you 
did this, and then you went to chapel and had meditation and rosary. So we were regulated with this 
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monastic type of living, which is--since Vatican ||, is not encouraged. And the habit--! didn't exactly enjoy | 
found out--wearing the habit as the other young women did. In fact | felt all of the time | was looking out of 
a picture frame [gestures around face]. It bothered me kind of--but you got used to it. And now that I'm not 
wearing it it's much more pleasant [smiles]. 


[00:15:42.01] INTERVIEWER: So you were okay to let the habit go? 


[00:15:46.11] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh definitely--| was. Some Sisters were not. In fact, 
there's a couple lingering still in our community that want to wear the habit--not too many out of hundreds, 
just about three or four, if that many. But--and you had to make your own habit. And | was not a sewer, and 
| did not enjoy it at all. In fact, when | was a postulant and we were supposed to be sewing by hand. You 
know they were long gowns--dresses--and you had to do all this seam work by hand--two stitches, overlap, 
two stitches, overlap. It was boring. But | made sure that my stitches would never break. And when we 
stopped teaching--you're supposed to have two months before you make vows--no, you don't make vows-- 
before you go in the novitiate--you were making these habits. And | had to go back to teach after the 
deadline because the lady that came to replace me at St. Brigid's--| went in on the evening to tell her what 
to do--| must have been too emphatic, because she decided she didn't want to do it. [airplane noise] So they 
had nobody to replace or--me. So | had to go back to school for--| don't know, a few weeks until they found 
a teacher. And the postulant mistress, Sister Roseanne Bromham [(-1990)] felt sorry for me, so she worked 
on my habit. So | was very happy about that. But, she told me | didn't have to sew the seams so much-- 
close--you couldn't--she'd go like this [holds hands up to face]--she says you're supposed to see through 
some of the stitches, and mine was solid thread. But it was--| never wanted to sew them over again. So 
anyway | never enjoyed making those habits. And that's why | was kind of glad when we stopped wearing 
them. [smiles]. Plus they were clumsy. Hot. Particularly when you went to Arizona. They were serge, you 
know. The hospital nurses wore that white poplin stuff--they were cooler. But anyway, it was no loss to me 
when we were asked not to use or wear the habits any more. 


[00:18:24.23] INTERVIEWER: Tell me about some of your other early missions and your early teaching 
career. 


[00:18:31.09] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well, you know as a postulant we taught. And then the 
first few summers, the younger Sisters who were like myself--not because | was educated to go to the 
classroom, but just as a general rule--would go out to what they call the "missions", so that the other Sisters 
could come in from the missions and continue their college courses. And the first mission | went to was in 
Tucson--to Villa Carondelet--| think was the name--was "Villa" anyway. But most of the girls were gone. It 
was a beautiful place--the estate of Zane Grey [1872-1939, Western author] at the time when he was living 
down there and writing his Western novels. It was Indian-style--beautiful estate. But no air conditioning at 
this age. And so--and there was a swimming pool, but we weren't allowed to go swimming at that time. So 
anyway | stayed there and just helped--housekeeping and everything. There weren't any students. Some of 
the Sisters went to other places where--in an Academy there might be a few students left over the summer. 
So one summer | went to Banning--Sister Kathleen Kelly reminded me to tell you this story. | can still see it 
in my mind. Another Sister, Sister [Mary] Frances Rebel ['52, aka Sister Albert Mary Rebel, nursing faculty] 
and | went to Banning--it's an Indian mission--had been, but now it was composed of student body of 
Indians--native Indians and court cases that the court would assign these girls and boys to live--not in a 
foster home but here [noise of trash collectors] at St. Boniface. They had their regular classes during the 
year and most of the Indians left and went back to the tribal areas--reservations--during the summer. Many 
of the other girls naturally stayed there. And so Sister and | relieved the Sisters that were there so they 
could come in and study and | guess have a different atmosphere. And we would take turns weekly doing 
things. And one of them was--you had a week in the kitchen. Now the kitchen was bigger than this one 
[gestures across room] and but not with all the electrical facilities. In fact, the stove was a big wood-burning 
stove. You had no gas stoves, and you know this was different because it wasn't really what | would call 
ancient times--it was in the '40s--most people had regular stoves at home. So--but when it was my week 
we'd go down and a couple Indian girls would come to help you and show you what to do. And so this one 
day | went down to--around three o'clock--to get--start getting dinner ready, and | walked into the kitchen 
and over against the wall on the counter was this pile of dead chickens with all their feathers. And | thought, 
"My land, what am | going to do with those?" And so--the priest in charge, Father Greg--George | think, 
thought it was too hot and the chickens were going to die from the heat. So he wringed all their necks and 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...lections/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrEdwardMaryZerwekh_20160901_Transcript.txt[ 10/6/2017 1:28:59 PM] 


brought them in and--for dinner. And so there they were and | didn't know what to do--to get rid of the 
feathers. But anyway, | went up to the superior--who was very nice--and she says, "Don't worry." She says, 
"I'll get some girls to help you." So she brought in some more girls. And they took all the feathers off some 
way--l didn't do it at all. But | can still in my mind see that pile of chickens--piled--but Father didn't want to 
lose all that dinner for the boys and girls that were there and everybody. He was very good to the Sisters. 
He also--what we did there was take care of--the week we weren't in kitchen we took care of them all the 
time. And we'd take them down to the swimming pool, which was nothing but a carved out crater with tar 
around it--but the youngsters loved it. And another thing you had to supervise was, they had apricot trees. 
It's a wonderful apricot area. Most of them have been cut down in that area now. But he would bring in all 
these boxes of apricots, and a great big outdoor pergola, covered, you know--and you'd bring in--mostly it 
was the girls--little ones, some of them only six, seven years old--we'd take them out and they would slice 
them open and put them on the trays. And then he would put them in the kiln to--| guess sulfur kiln to 
whatever, and then put them in sacks. And that | always felt sorry for those little children, and then | knew 
where the sacks of apricots came at St. Mary's Academy. He would bring them up to the Sisters--you know 
what | mean--and up till that time | didn't know that. But that was an experience. 


[00:24:19.16] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: And the other experience was we only had hot water once 
a week--Saturday--laundry day. So he'd heat up the hot water for things. And you'd go out and hang all 
these sheets. And this one day the girls came running through--you know, you couldn't see because all the 
sheets were hanging. They said, "The pigs! The pigs!" The pigs got loose, and they came running through 
the laundry yard, and you couldn't see them and so you had to run in the laundry and lock the doors. That 
was an experience. I'd never been around pigs before. And that was the only night we had a hot shower-- 
other times it was cold. But it was so hot, anyway. [noise of trash collection]. It was very basic--| don't want 
to say rustic, but basic. But we were very glad to get back to L. A. after that experience. But that's the way 
the Sisters worked. | mean, we were at a number of missions--I ndian missions--over in Arizona, outside of 
Phoenix they had one where the pans--hot pans--not pans but the--during the night they'd start rattling from 
the devil banging them in the kitchen, because he didn't want the Sisters there teaching Christianity to the 
Indians. | mean, they have a lot of stories--but that's not my story. So anyway we were kept busy summers 
and doing something or summer school if they needed it or--just staying in a place and keeping a place clean 
and everything. 


[00:26:03.08] INTERVIEWER: Was it a new experience for you to learn about Native Americans--American 
Indians? 


[00:26:09.09] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: My experience? 

[00:26:10.17] INTERVIEWER: Was that new for you to get to know American Indians? 

[00:26:14.15] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well | only knew the children. | never saw the parents 
come in with their native dress--but | don't think they wore native dress. But the children were sweet. | 
mean they were very easy to work with, and pliable, and happy that somebody was there with them. So | 
didn't have any experience with older ones. And when | went one summer to the Villa, they had a lot of 
Mexican-Americans there--not too many in the summer, but in the school. But they were the wealthy ones 
that came up and they appreciated the education that they were receiving, and that's why the parents 
brought them up. 

[00:27:11.07] INTERVIEWER: Tell me about how the Doheny campus started and what your role was. 
[00:27:17.19] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: It started | think in--no the college was '25-- 
[00:27:23.27] INTERVIEWER: [Noise of trash collection--interview paused] 


[00:28:27.11] INTERVIEWER: Before we talk about Doheny, you--it says you lived at St. Mary's Hospital in 
Tucson--oh but you were teaching still. 


[00:28:36.07] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: | was teaching at Salpointe High School [Tucson, Arizona], 
which was the diocesan high school--brand new. We opened it in '50. And | was there for ten years. | lived 
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down at the Villa for a while--and that was an experience, because--the villa had small classes, all girls, well- 
behaved--and the Sisters--not too many Sisters, but enough of them. But when we would come home from 
school where we had fifty in the classroom (if not more)--boys and girls high school only--the Villa was little 
ones to big ones. And we would go "on charge" of the girls. We would come home in our little suburban-- 
driver would bring us home. We'd go "on charge"--we called it being "on charge"--in the study hall, the 
dining room, helping in the kitchen--before we even went to school some of us had to sweep a floor. | was 
in a dormitory building--and make sure it was tidy. And this was early--we'd get up at five. And so Mass was 
six or six-thirty and we had some free time after prayers. But--and then in the evening we'd take them after 
dinner to study hall again, go to bed and all that business. Well when we--a Mother Reverend came out from 
St. Louis on a visit. And she interviewed each Sister there. And | guess she got an eye-full or ear-full. | mean 
it was very crowded when we came for Salpointe as far as residences for the Sisters. | was sleeping in a 
hallway outside upstairs in one of the rooms. Another Sister was sleeping--or had her little room in the 
elevator which was permanently down in the--which had been like a library den for the family--in another 
building. And | mean we were very crowded. Another Sister was in the girl's--young girls recreation room-- 
she had all her stuff in the closet--the dresser and all that. And so anyway, Mother Reverend went back to 
St. Louis--and it was just before Christmas--and then we got the message from there that we were to all 
move over to St. Mary's Hospital and leave the Academy. Well, we didn't mind, so we moved over there. | 
had a private room with a telephone. [Noise of trash collection]. And a basin--a water basin. And so it was 
much more comfortable but the Sisters-- 


[00:31:38.01] [interview paused for noise] [Director's comments] 
[00:33:33.17] INTERVIEWER: Tell us about your new place at the hospital. 


[00:33:35.21] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well after we settled in--| don't know, we went down to 
the Villa for something--and we said, "How are things going?" And they said, "You never should have left. 
We can't do all this." [Noise of truck backup alarm]. Now all they had were girls--very well-behaved girls, 
and small classes, and music, and everything--and now they had to do everything--they had to go to the 
dining room with them--they had to go to study hall--had to put them to bed. And we were over like little 
princesses at the hospital with our private rooms. But | never forgot that. They kind of resented that we left 
the Villa, because | guess of the labor involved when we left. That was another place. We'd go out in the 
cold, cold mornings they'd have at the Villa--icy--hang all the laundry up--and it would freeze on the lines. 
Come home from work, take it all down, and then dry it. [laughs]. We did that at Prescott [Arizona] too. We 
did it in San Francisco now that | think of it. Well anyway. 


[00:34:58.13] INTERVIEWER: Was there a part of History that you particularly liked to teach? You taught 
History? 


[00:35:05.07] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: | liked to teach mathematics first--because you can just 
see their brains churning and--something new, like algebra and geometry and trigonometry and some of 
those. And plus there wasn't all that paperwork to do at night all the time. And | liked History also, but | 

liked | think mathematics best. | used to have contests and all kinds of things. The students seemed more 
involved. History was kind of boring to them unless you stood on your head--which you had to practically do 
to get them involved--crossword puzzles and all that kind of stuff. So | liked teaching very much. | went from 
Tucson--where did | go next? | don't remember. 


[00:36:09.17] INTERVIEWER: Pasco [Washington]? 


[00:36:10.19] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh | spent a month at the Mount--a semester. Something 
happened at the Mount and they needed me. | had never taught at the Mount. So | went up there and | had 
History classes. And very smart young women. One was brilliant. And here | was teaching them History that 
I'd never taken--| don't know what it was--and Political Science. | didn't do much Political Science. And so | 
was just ahead of them all the time, but they didn't know that. But the funny part was--one time | had to do 
a summer school. Did you do with Sister--you weren't at the Mount--one of the Sisters--French teacher in 
fact--| can't think of her name this minute. We were there and my--was moving all my stuff--came by--we 
had things in a trunk, and then that was sent on to your next place. And | remember | entered during war 
time, in the '40s, and things weren't available, and my mother and father could only get small trunks--what 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...lections/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrEdwardMaryZerwekh_20160901_Transcript.txt[ 10/6/2017 1:28:59 PM] 


do you call them--! don't recall what you call them. And so they wanted to get us a nice trunk to put our 
things in. So this trunk came up and for some reason we were out in the back of the chapel up there, and 
Eloise Therese Mescall [CS] (1919-2001)] was standing next to me. She was a young Sister--[ taught] 
French, Spanish, all that. She says, "Why are you getting a trunk?" And | said, "Because | only have like a 
footlocker"--that's what they used to call them. And she said, "But when you come here you never leave!" 
And | thought--oh. | never forgot that because | didn't particularly want to go there--| was happy over in 
Tucson. But anyway that was just an aside. This one class that was assigned to me to teach in summer 
school--mostly nuns--okay. Now | needed one class more for something--!| don't know what--my credential-- 
or for something. And so | was teaching this one class of History to the nuns and everything. Then the 
second period came and | would leave the desk and podium and go sit in a desk--| was a student in the next 
class with the same people! [smiles]. It was kind of ludicrous. They enjoyed that. But | didn't stay there. All 
of a sudden Salpointe needed me--because they needed a teacher--somebody left and they needed 
somebody with an Arizona teaching credential. So | went back there for the next four years [smiles]. Then 
after Salpointe--where did | go next? 


[00:39:30.03] INTERVIEWER: St Patrick? 
[00:39:31.25] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh you've got it down? 
[00:39:33.12] INTERVIEWER: | have your list. 


[00:39:34.20] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh. St. Patrick's in Pasco [Washington]. They wanted a 
high school. And so | was sent up there to start a high school. And it was just the big grammar school, but 
lots of property. And a building was being put up for the high school. And so we only had ninth grade--we 
were going to add a year each year. And | had about fifty students | think or sixty students. And so | had 
them all in one room eventually. When | got there, there was no school to go to. We had to walk down the 
church about four blocks and in the basement of the church they had set up tables for the students, and 
that's where | had to go to take care of them and teach them. So | gave them a regular schedule type of a 
high school, so they'd get used to it--instead of a grammar school thing you know. So we gave them breaks 
and all that stuff. And they would go over to the park for lunch-- come back. And then eventually they got 
the school started--| mean finished--the building. So we all moved down to the building, which was very 
nice. J ust four rooms to start. Then the second year--and so | had to do everything--| only had Latin 
sufficiently to teach, so | taught them Latin. And the others were not going to take a college prep course. So 
some took general math, some took algebra. And so | had to switch back and forth. But | still kept them to 
the regular thing--made them go out for PE [physical education] and all that stuff. Well, | found out the 
second year--well, the superior left and | was made principal and superior of the whole thing. But the pope-- 
the pope--he was like a pope--the pastor was not in favor of a high school. And | found out neither were the 
parents necessarily wanting a high school. They just didn't want their students to go to the ninth grade in 
the public schools, which did not have a too good reputation of discipline, etc. And so these students were 
going to go--the second year, my first year students had to go over to the public--no they didn't, they stayed 
for the second year. | had them two years. And then | conveyed that to our provincial, Sister [Mary] 

J osephine Feeley [(1905-1991)], that the intent of the parish was not to have a high school, but just merely 
to have ninth grade available before they went to the high school--which most of them had gone to the high 
school and liked it--the parents--it's a small town. So | got taken out of there. And another Sister went up to 
replace me. Then after Pasco where did | go? 


[00:42:46.21] INTERVIEWER: St. Joseph Academy. St. J oseph in Prescott [Arizona]. 


[00:42:49.20] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh, St. Josephs. | had been there for two years before 
vows, so | knew it well. Another boarding school where you were busy from before six a.m. in the morning 
until nine p.m. at night. And another place where we put out the laundry and it would freeze, and bring it 
back in. Sister Mechtilde Gerber and | were there together. And she had gone there after the novitiate so 
she knew the ropes. But it was a big three story building--mission-style like old St. Mary's--beautiful 
hardwood floors--which we had to strip and wax--! mean it was really labor-concentrated. But we all enjoyed 
ourselves. And even though we were busy from morning to night--lots of little kids--we had to iron all their 
little clothes all week long because they couldn't do it in one stretch. And so anyway | was there as a 
postulant, then | came back as the superior in the high school. Oh, | guess | quit--that's right | was only in 
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grammar school for about a year. From then on | was in the high schools. And so | came--! was a high 
school teacher. But it was a small academy. Prescott was again not a big city, and still isn't. And the school-- 
| think in the high school we only had about a hundred students, if that--four year but we gave them 
everything that you're supposed to get--languages, science, you name it. And my experience there as-- 
before--| guess it was the first time | was there--I had to teach typing which | hated. | never typed in front 
of the students because |'m such a pokey typist. But the students really did learn professionally. They would 
sit there at their places--[ moves hand left to right like hitting a typewriter return]--bang!--the old style 
typewriter--bang! | remember one she was--oh, she typed | forget eighty words a minute or something like 
that. And even the big old boys with their big hands were better than | was--the big football players. | mean, 
we had football there and everything, even though it was a small high school. We belonged to the league 
around the cities in Prescott. And so | was there until | went to Carondelet High School. 


[00:45:53.12] INTERVIEWER: So tell me about the opening of Carondelet High School [Concord, California, 
opened 1965]. 


[00:45:56.18] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh. | bet you Sister Kathleen [M.] Kelly told you some 
stories from there. Well, when we got there the school building wasn't finished naturally. That's my thing-- 
going to schools when they're being built or something. And the Sister at--Patricia Ann Gilligan, who was the 
principal of the grammar school in Concord, which was well established, was wonderful--in contact with me-- 
we ordered the books, we ordered everything--so she handled all that. She even interviewed people to be 
my secretary before | got there--because | couldn't go there. And | remember when Sister [Mary] ] osephine 
Feeley [(1905-1991)] phoned me to tell me--well anyway, | broke my heel over there in Prescott at those 
high curbs--[gestures]--this high--because they were built to get out of carriages. And so | fell on one of 
them. Well | had a broken heel. | found out later she was--she wanted to send me up there but she didn't 
know how well | was--what | broke, in other words. So she said, "| want you to go up to Carondelet High 
School and start the school." And | said, "Oh! I'm very happy here in Prescott." It was small--we had snow-- 
and we had a good faculty--the students and families were very nice--you know, small. And | said, "Why 
don't you go up there?" She was going out of office. And she said, "No, | want you to go there." And her 
voice got a little stricter [smiles]. So | said okay. So | went up there. | was on crutches for the first--almost 
the whole first year. And we got there and we couldn't get in the school because there was no way to get 
into the building. You know--no landscaping yet--just dirt and rain and mud. So they put planks across-- 
wooden planks--two by fours--so that we could go in the school. And | said well what about when the 
students start coming? This was about two weeks before. They said they were going to put some cement in 
certain places so the students could get in. They had a hundred students coming for the freshman year. So 
we had the downstairs finished, and enough--! think we had three or four--three sections of students--you 
know, you divide them off. And we had two other Sisters--Sister Kathleen Kelly, and Sister Margaret [Sister 
Margaret Mary (Mary Sean) Murray?]--I've forgotten the last name--very nice Sisters. And we had two lay 
teachers. And we had a PE [physical education] teacher, and a janitor. And then | interviewed the lady she 
had lined up for me for secretary, and | picked one. And she was a doll. She stayed there long after | left, 
and practically ran the school, because | delegate a lot--particularly typing and stuff--all secretarial--| never 
did that. | always got a secretary. And so the girls were wonderful. They were from public schools and 
Catholic schools. We really--they couldn't even get over to the book store. We had to do books in the 
classroom because of--you know they put the linoleum down in squares--there was no way for them to get 
over. Anyway it was very primitive. But it was fun, and the girls enjoyed it. [smiles]. And we told them they 
had to help us. So they were the pioneers, and they did everything--just freshmen, but they grew up fast. 
They were the student body--they did a yearbook--they did everything--because you wanted to start them 
right. But it's a beautiful school. | don't know whether you went up there or not--did you? 


[00:50:24.14] INTERVIEWER: Not yet. 


[00:50:25.15] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh, well it's beautiful. It's built for girls. Across the street 
they were building the boys' school--just an ordinary high school. Ours was--is beautiful. And all brick, and a 
big interior patio and all that. So we kept telling the students, you know your parents have built this through 
the diocese, and we've got to take care of it and everything. And it's still like new, after oh my land it's fifty 
years. Oh dear. Well anyway, | went back up there about--for the fortieth or forty-fifth of the first class, and 
it was just like new still. And | didn't go last summer--Sister Kathleen Kelly did. | can't stand that much 
anymore standing around talking--that's why it's nice to have this chair. But a lot of the students came back 
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for the--you know, they feel they owe the place--the first number of girls--because we added a year each 
one year. And the boys moved up to their campus--they had been in a grammar school--today La Salle High 
School--the second year they could move into their buildings. And then my last year there--| was only there 
four years--we started having mixed classes, which was an advantage to both the boys and girls. And they 
would--it's just across the street. And that was nice, because there were people for dances--the boys could 
come and whatever. And we didn't have an auditorium, but they built an auditorium. And so that was a very 
good experience, and they've done very well. In fact most of our secondary schools have done very well. 
After--where did | go after--well anyway, the one time--which was kind of funny--Mr. [Ralscomb?], who was 
instru--the Duponts back east--he was related to them--he was a very wealthy man--and you'd never know 
it--he looked like a janitor. He always had this trench coat on with a patch on it and everything. And the girls 
thought he was the janitor. He would come in and check things--he'd wire the whole place for television, and 
at that time the schools didn't have television in every room. So he did all this, and he brought us the 
television cameras and everything. But one time | said to the girls--some girl--| needed him for something. 
And he was always hanging around there. They brought him to me--they thought he was the janitor. But he 
was the one who told me where the janitor stayed. It had a basement, which was unusual for a high school. 
And all cemented and everything--the elevator went down to it. And so, he told me the janitor was staying 
down there. He only had one floor to take care of. But | couldn't go down because the elevator wasn't 
working yet, and the steps were very steep, almost like a ladder. So he would go down there and stay to 
hide from me. [laughs]. And so they thought that was very funny. | didn't think it was too funny. But when 
he told me that's where the janitor was staying, then | knew | could send somebody down to tell him to 
come up. So that was funny. But it was a beautiful place. | think you'll like it when you see it. And they put 
up a beautiful convent, which now is unoccupied as of this year, except for classes and meeting rooms and 
things of that nature--which is good. 


[00:54:40.15] INTERVIEWER: So while you were at Carondelet High School is when Vatican || was 
happening. 


[00:54:45.15] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Yes, definitely. 
[00:54:46.23] INTERVIEWER: What was Vatican II like for you? 


[00:54:48.29] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Not too much of a change. We gradually changed clothes. 
And we kept our religion classes more or less structured. Across the street they didn't. And so we had 
parents with students in the boys’ school and the girls' school, and they didn't prefer the religion classes they 
were getting over in De La Salle. Because those young Brothers were all for--whatever they did. And so it 
was kind of a difficult time that way, because they would come and talk to you about it as if you could do 
something over there. But they didn't want the Sisters telling them what to do, naturally. But anyway, things 
worked out. It was a kind of an unsettled time in religious studies. But things worked themselves out. 


[00:55:47.02] INTERVIEWER: How about in your community life? Did things change after Vatican I1? 


[00:55:57.15] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Not basically. Can't remember. All | remember is all the 
fuss about clothing--and all that--you know what | mean. And the experimental habits which were atrocious. 
| mean we had one of the nicer habits of nuns. We didn't have a big thing [gestures around face] like the 
BVMs [Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary]--was supposed to remind them of a coffin. You know--| 
don't know if you ever saw the BVMs at that time. And the Sisters with all the ruffles around their face. Ours 
was simple, and you could work in it and live in it. But structure-wise with prayers and things of that nature-- 
meditation times and silence periods--we still had those--which gave them a--| shouldn't say--it really was a 
monastic attitude toward living. And that's what it was started from--the hororium [daily schedule]--you 
know, Saint Bernard--every hour--bells ringing and stuff. So we eliminated the bells--[smiles]--that's one 
thing we did. You didn't ring a bell to go to chapel. It was a--[gestures like ringing a hand bell]--we used to 
use it at Carondelet to get the girls. [laughs]. We'd bring our chapel cow bell--anyway, before anything else 
was working. 


[00:57:41.12] [interview paused for noise of helicopter] [Director's comments] 


[00:58:39.08] INTERVIEWER: So tell me about after Vatican I when the community went back to its roots. 
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What did you start to learn about the charism? 


[00:58:48.05] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: That life was more simple. | mean, it was just a small 
group of Sisters who revitalized the Sisters of St. Joseph in France in 15--1650--[noise of helicopter]--that's 
the way to get through those gates. 


[00:59:14.25] [Interview paused for noise of helicopter] [Director's comments] 
[00:59:56.07] INTERVIEWER: 1650 France. 


[00:59:59.16] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well it was a very simple life because there was just a few 
of them. And then they became | think a little more monastic. A J esuit priest was their priest that helped 
them--| guess--formalize things. And they taught mostly the women how to live and to support themselves. | 
don't think they had too much to do with the children. 


[01:00:36.00] [Interview paused] 


[01:00:46.10] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: So when they came over here to the United States to 
teach--Bishop [J oseph] Rosati, [CM, (1789-1843)] in St. Louis wanted them to teach the deaf children. There 
you know they were just in a log cabin--five or six of them. It was still a monastic situation, but it was 
always very basic. It wasn't the convents like we have now. And | think they were a little closer to the 
people they were serving. You know, when they started getting these larger convents and--they were kind of 
separated except for the business--teaching or whatever. So getting back to our roots--we had always had 
classes in the history of the congregation--as novices and postulants--so that that was not foreign to us at 
all. So Vatican II, as | said, seemed to me at first to be mostly exterior situations, because we still kept all of 
our prayer life the same. But then the Sisters--also it opened up | think to them an opportunity to do other 
works. Many of our Sisters were very talented in art--some wanted to work directly with the people in social 
type work--and they were given opportunities to do that as they could be released to do it. Right here in Los 
Angeles we have them working with the women shelters and out there in Santa Monica the Sisters started a 
place there now which is thriving. So it was helpful there. Those who had an artistic bent could develop that 
and become very well known in community and also those who could write properly--beautiful stories--Sister 
Carol Ann [O'Marie (1933-2009)] wrote mysteries. And so it opened up a broader aspect of works that the 
Sisters could get involved in. | was always interested in schools. | got very involved in administrations-- 
administration work--putting up buildings--! liked that--I liked buying furniture--| like that kind of stuff. Up at 
the college at Chalon we built the apartments and put up a new library and--what else did we do--a new 
parking structure. First of all we renovated, then the next time we built. And that was fun. Because | went to 
the Mount as--in that position. But anyway--it was much nicer than teaching that History class with all those 
smart girls. So--| think I'm off the subject. 


[01:04:22.11] INTERVIEWER: No you're good--very good. So let's talk more about your time at the Mount in 
the 80's. 


[01:04:28.24] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Yes. | came up in the 80's. | was at OLP [Academy of Our 
Lady of Peace, San Diego]. OLP | loved. [smiles]. | still do. Have you been down there? 


[01:04:36.06] INTERVIEWER: Yes | have. 


[01:04:36.25] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Isn't it a lovely place? Of course they've built it up more 
since | left--that big new gymnasium. It's not new anymore. But anyway | liked that very much. And that 
was another school where the girls were just so eager to do things--Spring Sings and all that stuff. It keeps 
you alive working with that level of student. Well anyway now at Doheny, | came up--Sister Magdalen 
Coughlin [(-1994), president MSMC] needed somebody in the Business office to take Dr. [Dieter] Philippi--he 
was in charge of Finance--Business and Finance, and Personnel. This was when the college was only about-- 
oh, nine to eleven hundred people. And so | told her that wasn't my forte. | like to do other things in college 
administration. But anyway she inveigled me to come and so! went up and | took his place. And he went 
back to Europe. So | was in charge and learning again--that's my life--learning all these things. Although | 
had already had experience in building and architects and all that kind of--contractors and--working-- 
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furnishings. So when | got there it was in a stable state same as it had been for so many years. And along 
came the--well then | was renovating places--giving people more space to work, like in--every little nook and 
cranny | looked at to make an office or something. And | was--I worked at the Mount, but lived at Doheny. | 
preferred Doheny's atmosphere. It was--it's academic--both are academic--but in different pressures--the 
Mount and Doheny. Doheny has a natural atmosphere for friendliness. The Mount at that time was--you saw 
the student go from the dorms to the classrooms to the dining room back to the dorms. There wasn't the 
comingling--like sitting in front of the dining room area at Doheny. You see everybody come and they talk-- 
and faculty eat with the students. And so | liked that relaxed atmosphere. So | told Sister Magdalen, "I don't 
want to live up there. | want to live at Doheny. And so I'll have to commute." Which meant a car--| wanted 
her to know. So anyway | was in Finance and Personnel. And Personnel took a lot of time--interviewing and-- 
oh dear. And in Business | over-seed--over-seed, is that a word? 


[01:08:13.21] INTERVIEWER: --oversaw-- 


[01:08:15.04] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: --oversaw mostly. But | learned everything that people 
were doing. And Sister Magdalen--not Magdalen--Madeleine [unknown], who had been there for a long time- 
-she was doing payroll--she was very generous in helping me with some things--regarding salaries and 
things. But there was a pretty good staff at the Mount campus. But there were so many things to do. It 
wasn't just Business and Personnel. You had to--I| had to supervise Maintenance, Transportation, Food 
Service, Bookstore--not libraries that God, Father [Matthew S.] Delaney did that. Some other things--! can't 
remember--on both campuses, because we had two separate campuses and Facilities separate. So you've 
got to come down to Doheny and talk to people--supervisors and--budgets--you name it. | often laughed-- 
and he laughed after a while--we had Ohta in the dining room at Chalon, but he also was the supervisor 
down there. But then | supervised him. But anyway, on his budget he always had this "buffalo cutter"--three 
or four thousand dollars for buffalo cutter. Well, when | was a green person regarding the dining room 
facility, the second year | said, "What is this buffalo cutter? You had it on your budget last year, and you 
didn't buy it." And he said, "Well, | didn't need it yet." So it was on his budget again. So about the fourth 
year | said, "Ohta, you've got to either buy that buffalo cutter or take it off." He was using as his buffer--you 
know, emergency. If he was over in some section of this, he knew he had the money in the buffalo cutter. 
[smiles] So, we never bought a buffalo cutter, whatever it is. | guess it was a brand--some kind of a cutter-- 
but he put buffalo cutter. So it took me a while to catch on to what they were doing with their budgets and 
get them straightened out and more transparent is the word they use now [smiles]. And then Personnel--| 
kept telling Sister Magdalen, "Personnel takes a lot of my time." We finally got a Sister for Personnel. And 
then | got a new person in charge of all the other things. He was--! forget his title--under me--he was the 
person | would contact. And he left--so | got somebody more agreeable there. And that's when | found out 
that my secretary, which was Philippi's, was kind of in cahoots with him in his office. And she got--came and 
she would say, "He isn't at work yet." | thought, "Oh." So she would tell me. Well, when she left--! don't 
know, there was something that came up, and | said, "I'd like you to do this and this and this." And she 
says, "I'm not a secretary. I'm an administrative assistant." | said, "| need a secretary." | mean, this was a 
small college. Administrative assistant! | mean the college was not that wealthy at the time for everybody to 
have assistants. They're a little better now--lots of vice presidents and things of that nature. So then | found 
out she was on the phone inquiring about jobs somewhere. So when | got rid of her | felt freer to make 
mistakes. [laughs]. Because you know up there the girls were helping in offices. And some of them were so 
efficient. | got one that was so efficient. She kept the calendar--she did this and that. And she only worked 
maybe four or five hours a week, but she was efficient. And now--did you meet Sister--oh she lives right 
here--she works for the archdiocese-- 


[01:13:13.02] INTERVIEWER: Sister J ill [Napier]? 


[01:13:15.29] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: You've met Sister J ill Napier. When | went there she was 
in charge--she was taking classes at Loyola and getting her MBA and all that stuff. She would come and she 
would be there at eight o'clock to accounts payable. And she'd be at her desk--[makes typing gesture]--at 
eleven o'clock her desk was clear, every bill that was payable was paid, and she was finished. That's the kind 
of a worker she is. Well when she left, the next accounts payable man was always papers on his desk, and 
this and that. One day he didn't come back to work. All the bills were in the office--in his drawers--not paid. 
[laughs]. My man in charge of Maintenance, Mr. John Manning, had come in to me and said something 
about some of our people we've been dealing with--hardware--different places down in Santa Monica and 
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everything asked was the college going to close. And he said well not that he knew of, but he came and told 
me this. He said--| said, "Why?" And he said, "Because we're not paying our bills down there." Well, nobody 
knew this. Well that's why he left--he didn't come to work one day now, or maybe Mr. Manning said 
something. Anyway that was an incident that stuck in my mind. You know Sister J ill was so efficient and still 
is, and a very nice person. Oh--this is going on tape--! could talk about all the people who are nice. [laughs]. 
Well anyway | went to--then | went--that changed--| got changed up there because we were going to build-- 
renovate--everything--big projects. We got big loans from the state--educational loans. And so Sister 
Magdalen said she wanted me to supervise all that stuff. And so we got another woman who took my place-- 
but she didn't take the Facilities part--she was smart! She did the Business Office and whatever--banking-- 
that | had been doing. So in doing the Facilities--and | still had the Facilities down there--and you know, they 
encompass a lot of offices and budgets and talking to people--| made my little office up there. So then when 
that was completed after a couple of years, somebody down--oh, Sister Roseanne Bromham [-1990], who 
was doing the Facilities under me at Doheny campus was going to retire--if you can call what she did 
retirement. And then | focused--! not only lived there, | worked down there. And but still belonged to Sister 
Magdalen's group of administrator subs. So that's when | started to--| was down there previous, working a 
lot of times during the Olympics of '84. Because they used our campus as a venue. And very instrumental in 
helping the college, | think through negotiating with Sister for the two campuses for their centralization. 
And--what's that noise? [helicopter noise]. 


[01:17:35.26]: [Director's comments] 


[01:17:40.26] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: On both campuses they implemented the whole 
telecommunications system. Every room had phones. We had our-- 


[01:17:55.03] [interview paused for helicopter noise] [Director's comments] 
[01:25:16.04] INTERVIEWER: What are you most proud of from your time at the Mount? 


[01:25:20.23] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: I'm most proud of the fact that | could work with people-- 
and people worked with me. They were very lovely. They still are. Because you can't do it by yourself. | 
mean--aside from the teaching that's going on, and the progress they're making with the students, and the 
fact that they opened Doheny to help a certain level of students who weren't acceptable at the time in the 
four year college program--and now when you see the development--they still have those students, the two 
year program--but they've expanded it to include doctorates, into physical therapy. |'m proud of what has 
been accomplished. |'m not--I'm just a small part of that working behind the scenes helping people--as | 
said, giving space to them. And they were always very cooperative with me. Do you know Maria Lyons 
[Director of Student Activities]? You say hello for me. She's my pal. | always had to keep track of her. Oh-- 
you shouldn't put that on the thing. [interviewer laughs]. She'd always come late to the meetings. 


[01:26:46.07] INTERVIEWER: She's lovely. 


[01:26:48.07] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Yes, she is. We had a lot of fun. But anyway--! think I'm 
proud of where they are now from where they started. And that's what | think those Sisters imagined it 
could be. You know the other colleges in town didn't want to work there--to their mistakes now. And it's a 
perfect location, not just for the college but for the community--for social groups. Now their starting to use 
this place somewhat for that, which is nice because it's a good location. But that's right central there. And 
they've always had good relations with USC [University of Southern California], with the AAA [American 
Automobile Association]. They've more or less watched over them. | don't want to say--busybodies--but 
helpful in any ways they could help the college proceed. USC | think would like to have the property, but--| 
don't think they're going to get it. Mrs. Doheny didn't envision that. She wanted it to stay as a church-related 
group helping socially, religiously--the archdiocese. And you know it was deeded to us gradually. So the 
Sisters when they first went there only had one side of the street. So all those early Sisters--some of them 
were in the mansion teaching. That's why they have that glass there out on the porch--for privacy and things 
of that nature. So--and the fact that the students are very loyal to the Doheny campus. So are the Chalon 
students, and they've managed to merge a little bit on activities. Were you there for the Halloween party? 


[01:28:57.02] INTERVIEWER: | haven't been there for a Halloween party. 
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[01:28:59.12] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Oh you haven't been for Halloween. 
[01:29:01.03] INTERVIEWER: | will soon. 


[01:29:02.08] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: Well that grew from maybe from five hundred now to 
about two thousand people. [helicopter noise]. Well, you're going to have to look into that--if you plan 
anymore outdoor places. 


[01:29:16.21] INTERVIEWER: | know. We may have to--it's all a learning experience. What of the charism 
do you want to see passed on in the future? 


[01:29:27.14] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: J ust what we have--charity--unity--and that's a full time 
job. And it's the charism really of our community. But | would hope--we're praying--and hope that some 
more young women can join our group to carry it on. But if they can't that's God's will. | mean, we don't 
know what he has in mind for us. It's a whole new world as far as the Church goes--thank God--with our 
new Pope--he's not new anymore but--he's a wonderful man. So anyway--and | appreciate you coming to 
check up on us once in a while--[smiles]-- know what we did and what we can still do. | can't do much any 
more. Sister Kathleen watches over me [laughs]. Well you know I'm still very capable. But anyway--you've 
met her--she's a good administrator. She was my assistant at Carondelet. She was excellent. And | kept 
telling her you've got to stay in this job. Of course | delegated much of my work to her. [laughs]. Anyway-- 
that's the job of being an administrator--to delegate properly--and to encourage people and to thank them 
for the job they are doing. That's what brings them out. And to be nice to people--particularly when you're 
working with students. You know, some people can be too strict. But you can be nice to them and still get 
them to work--study. And you know when | retired for about three years from down there | worked in the-- 
oh, where Sister works now--tutoring math. And it was so nice--one on one--these were poor in math, but 
they were admitted to the college and duh duh duh--and now they want to learn. Because they were either 
overlooked in large classes, or the teacher wasn't interested in them, and some of them have gone on to get 
their PhDs that had to come in under that AA program and take basic English and basic Math. And once they 
found out they can do it they fly. So I--it's a very satisfying career--if you want to call it that. And you meet 
lots of very fine people in it--yourself--the two of you. 


[01:32:59.09] INTERVIEWER: Thank you. 


[01:33:01.25] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: I'm sure you try to do your best all the time. And our little 
cosmetician. 


[01:33:08.20] INTERVIEWER: Was there anything else you wanted to say or share? 
[01:33:12.26] SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH: No. 


[01:33:13.13] INTERVIEWER: All right. Thank you very much Sister Edward Mary. It's been a pleasure. 
[Director's comments] 


[01:33:24.03] End of interview. 
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Interview Index 

Date: September 1, 2016 

Interviewee: Sister Edward Mary Zerwekh 

Interviewer: Shannon Green, Director, CS] Institute, Mount Saint Mary's University; Kelby Thwaits, 
Instructor, Film and Television, Mount Saint Mary's University; Mary Trunk, Instructor, Film and Television, 
Mount Saint Mary's University. 

Location: [Doheny campus] 

Transcription Date: 11/11/2016 

Transcribed By: Nancy Steinmann 


[00:00:00.03] Introduction: Sister Edward Mary Zerwekh (Sister Mary Alice Zerwekh), 94 years old. 


[00:00:23.06] Early life and family. San Pedro, California; Los Angeles, California. Siblings: 6 girls, 2 boys. 
Father born Pekin, Illinois. Mother from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Oldest sister Mary Catherine entered 
Dominican Sisters of San J ose as Sister Mary Mercia; 2nd sister Mercia; 3rd sister Francis named Sister 
Mercia Louise; 4th sister Sister Cecilia Mary, left community after 25 years, taught school in Hemet. Brothers. 
All deceased. 


[00:03:32.17] Early religious experiences. Catholic schools. Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters. 

[00:04:19.15] First meeting Sisters of St. Joseph. St. Mary's Academy, Los Angeles. Academy of Sacred 
Heart, Boyle Heights, Dominican Sisters. Entering Sisters of St. Joseph. Parents’ reaction to entering religious 
life, 

[00:06:10.05] Family's reaction to entering religious life. 

[00:06:33.17] Attending Mount St. Mary's College. Memories of Mount. 

[00:07:49.01] Names of teachers at Mount. Sister St. Francis [Sheerin], History faculty. Sister M. Ida 
[Holiday, (-1950), Dean of College 1937-1943]. Sister Rose Gertrude [Mary Ann] Calloway [(-1992)], 
mathematics faculty. Sister [Reverend Mother] Marie de Lourdes [Le May, (1880-1960], English teacher. 
Single building, Brady Hall. Major in history, minor in mathematics, education classes. 


[00:09:09.18] Sports at Mount. Tennis. Not encouraged because none available. Sports at Mount St. Mary's 
Academy. 


[00:10:14.21] Early religious life September 6, 1943. Leaving home. Postulant outfits. Sister Carmela 
[unknown]. Early teacher training. First mission [St. Brigid's] teaching second and third grade. Story of boy 
with "snake ring". 

[00:13:07.25] Hopes and expectations for religious life. Teaching children. Living in community. 
[00:14:05.09] Early community life. Rule of silence. Strict rules. Monastic-type living. Wearing the habit. 


[00:15:42.08] Life without the habit. Community opinions. Making own habits--sewing by hand. Returning to 
St. Brigid's. Issues with habits. 


[00:18:25.16] Early missions and teaching career. Teaching as postulates. Mission in Tucson, Arizona at 
Villa Carondelet, former estate of Zane Grey [1872-1939, Western author]. Not allowed to swim. Story about 
Sister [Mary] Frances Rebel ['52, aka Sister Albert Mary Rebel, nursing faculty] working at Native-American 
mission in Banning, California in 1940s--dead chickens. Father George [unknown] (priest in Banning). Drying 
apricots. 


[00:24:19.12] Banning stories--doing laundry--pigs getting loose--hot water once a week. Other missions in 
Arizona--story of kitchen pans rattling from devil. 


[00:26:03.10] Experiences with Native Americans and Mexican-Americans. 
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[00:27:11.18] Founding of Doheny campus. Sister Regina Clare. Sister Elizabeth Malone. 


[00:28:28.04] Ten years teaching at Salpointe High School, Tucson, Arizona, opened in 1950. Living at Villa 
Carondelet, "on charge" of girls. Daily routine and living conditions--crowding in Sisters' residences. Moving 
to St. Mary's Hospital in Tucson, Arizona. Students. 


[00:33:35.25] Living at St. Mary's Hospital. Laundry freezing on line at Villa Carondelet. 


[00:34:58.18] Teaching history and mathematics. Teaching one semester of history at Mount. Keeping 
ahead of students. Story about moving trunk--Sister Eloise Therese Mescall [(1919-2001)], language faculty. 
Teaching Sisters history, then student with same Sisters in next class. Returning to Salpointe for 4 years. 


[00:39:25.09] Opening St. Patrick's High School, Pasco, Washington. Early school in basement of church. 
Teaching Latin, mathematics. Becoming principal and superior. Pastor and parents’ objections to high school. 
Sister [Mary] J] osephine Feeley [(1905-1991)], provincial. Asked to leave. 


[00:42:44.12] St. Joseph Academy, Prescott, Arizona. Daily routine. Sister Mechtilde Gerber. Earlier as 
postulant, later taught in high school. Teaching typing. 


[00:45:53.15] Opening of Carondelet High School, Concord, California in 1965. Sister Kathleen M. Kelly. 
Sister Patricia Ann Gilligan, principal of grammar school in Concord. Sister [Mary] J osephine Feeley [(1905- 
1991)]. Breaking her heel. Buildings under construction. Sister Margaret [Sister Margaret Mary (Mary Sean) 
Murray?]. Early students. First mixed boys and girls classes. Mr. [Ralscomb], wealthy donor, relative of 
Duponts, handyman--janitor living in basement. Convent. 


[00:54:40.29] Vatican II1. Changing the habit. Difference in boys and girls school religious classes. 
Experimental habits. Changes in community practices--eliminating bells. 


[00:58:39.10] Community return to roots--charism. Early Sisters in France. Bishop [J oseph] Rosati, [CM, 
(1789-1843)], St. Louis--teaching deaf children. Differences in early Sisters life and community today. 
Changes in missions. Sister Carol Ann O'Marie [1933-2009], mystery author. Renovations and building at 
Chalon. 


[01:04:23.15] Academy of Our Lady of Peace, San Diego (OLP). Sister Magdalen Coughlin [(-1994), 
president MSMC]. 1981 Director of Business & Finance, Chalon Campus, replacing Dieter Philippi. 
Renovations at Chalon. Living at Doheny campus. Differences between Chalon and Doheny campuses. Sister 
[Madeleine] [unknown], payroll. 


[01:08:43.20] Daily job responsibilities. [Otta or Ohta], supervisor dining room--"buffalo cutter" in budget. 
Personnel issues. 


[01:13:04.28] Sister J ill Napier, accounts payable. Other accounts payable personnel issues. Mr. J ohn 
Manning, maintenance. Renovating Chalon. Sister Rosanne Bromham [-1990], facilities Doheny, retirement. 
1984 Olympics upgrades at Doheny campus. 

[01:17:21.13] [Helicopter noise]. 

[01:23:56.11] Business office on second floor of Doheny Mansion--renovations. 

[01:25:16.18] Pride in the Mount. Fellow personnel. Expanded programs at Doheny. Maria Lyons [Director of 
Student Activities]. Doheny campus locale. USC. Intentions of Mrs. [Estelle] Doheny. Sisters in Doheny 
mansion. Halloween parties at Doheny campus. [Helicopter noise]. 


[01:29:20.25] Preserving charism in the future. Future of community. Pope Francis. Sister Katherine Kelly. 
Working as an administrator. Retirement--mathematics tutoring. AA Program students. 


[01:33:24.06] End of interview. 
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